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HILLS OF HALIFAX 
DECEMBER, 2024 

Merry Christmas 



A Note from Pastor Brendan...   

Pastor Brendan Hock: bhock@halifaxgmc.org / 717-896-8092 x 101      “Christ Centered  |  Community Driven.”         

This week we launched into the Advent Season. If you’re not familiar, advent signals the time 
when we enter a season of preparation to celebrate Christmas – the birth and the return of 
Jesus.  

As we look forward to Christmas, and what a New Year will bring, it’s good to reflect and re-
member,  and  remind ourselves of what we’ve experienced and accomplished this past year. 
As I reflect, I could not be more proud of you, faithful family of believers.  We have seen sig-
nificant growth as a church in 2024, and we give all praise to God for his faithfulness to us.  
This year brought significant physical challenges to me that required a season of medical 
leave, but I was so blessed to see the way the ministry and outreach of the church continued 
strongly without interruption.   

Here’s a brief recap of how God has been honored through HCC this year.  In Worship, we 
started the year with a call to be “Deeply Rooted”.  Recognizing the pressures of life that draw 
us away from God our Creator, Savior and Sustainer, we committed ourselves, afresh and 
anew, to be deep in our faith and grow in our walk with God.  This series led us to the “Season 
of Easter”, where we celebrated the Savior who Suffered for our sin, and was Raised again for 
our new life.  Next, we embarked on a message series on “Overcoming Giants”, where we 
went through the Bible looking at different people in Scripture and how God strengthened 
them to navigate the hardships in their life.  After this, we entered into a sermon series on the 
life of “Daniel” and through his life, learned about the importance of Standing up in a Bowed 
down World.  At the time of this writing we are in the midst of preparing our hearts to  
celebrate the seasons of Thanksgiving & Christmas and the Gifts God gives to us.   

But that’s not all!  We’ve received 19 new members into the church! We’ve celebrated six 
baptisms!  We’ve seen 17 new volunteers join the Children’s Ministry Team in 2024, which 
has enabled us to grow this ministry in so many ways, including the addition of a Wednesday 
Evening program in 2025. 

Our Ministry with Teenagers is growing both at Sunday School and Wednesday Youth Group.  
They are growing in the faith, growing closer in community, having fun, and bringing friends!  
I love to brag on the work Cherry and Adam & Tricia are doing!  Each week, we’re worshipping 
alongside 40 youth and 37 children in these ministries. This is exciting!  

(Continued on next page) 

A NOTE FROM CORNERSTONE MINISTRY 

Jesus did not let [the man from whom he had cast out a legion of demons] come with him, but 

said, "Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he 

has had mercy on you.”  Mark 5:19 

In this verse we see a man healed and delivered by Jesus. Without hesitation, this man wanted 

to give all his time, energy, and attention to Jesus - to follow him wherever he went.  

However, that’s NOT what Jesus asked.  Jesus commanded him to go home, to tell his family 

what had happened and of the incredible mercy of God.   

Most of us have friends or loved ones who are making terrible choices, struggling with  

addiction, or just struggling to cope with life, and we are at a loss as to what to do for them.   

In this verse, it was to those people - his family - that Jesus sent this man as a born-again  

evangelist for Christ! The message was simple: I was lost.  Jesus healed me. I’m whole and  

restored. Let me tell you about it. 

We are all called to tell others about what the Lord has done in our lives and of God’s mercy.  

When our clients find healing they return to their families and communities with a changed 

life.  

Cornerstone Counseling provides counseling in partnership with In Him Christian Wellness, a 

non-profit Christian Counseling agency that addresses mental health from a holistic  

perspective. Counseling is offered using biblical principles and prayer, according to the  

comfort level of each client.   

Services are provided to individuals, couples, families, and children, and virtual or in-person 

appointments are available.  Cornerstone Counseling is committed to serving all clients,  

regardless of ability to pay.  Clients need not be a member of or attend any church.   

Cornerstone Counseling is located at 115 Wind Hill Drive, Halifax, PA.   

The website: inhimchristianwellness.org will tell you more about In Him Christian Wellness & 

will have links to click to inquire about scheduling an appointment at our Halifax location. You 

can also schedule an appointment by calling 1-717-585-0627.        

You can also share this QR code to access our direct Cornerstone website. 

(ccmhalifax.com) 

If you have any questions about Cornerstone Counseling, please contact Pastor 

Jesse at 717-896-8092, ext. 102, or jfunk@halifaxgmc.org.  



HOUSE ON THE HILL MINISTRIES 

NEXT WOMEN’S EVENT We’ve also added 3 new Adult Sunday School classes in 2024, and we continue to build up 
our Men’s and Women’s Ministry Groups.  Thank you to Pastor Jesse and his leadership.   

In addition, we’re serving food to an average of 80 people each week through our Food Room 
Ministry.  And we’ve distributed 100 Christmas Food Bags.  We continue to see 40-60 Stu-
dents at the Youth Center every school day – where we also feed them a hot meal daily.  

We sent Missions Teams to Uganda and Red Bird Kentucky in 2024.  And in addition to our 
ongoing Mission Work, we gave over $10,000 to support local community families in crisis, 
including Hurricane disaster relief through the Global Methodist Church.   

We’ve completed phases 1 & 2 of our Forward in Faith Campaign to update our Education 
Wings here at the church, and we completed work on the new garage – all without incurring 
any debt.   

All this and more conveys the wonderful work God is doing right here at HCC.  Your faithful 
giving and serving is making HCC a bright spot of Hope & Joy in our valley.  You are the  
conduit through which God’s presence is changing hearts, lives, communities, and even the 
world.  I’m continuously delighted to see how we are making life better and YOU better 
through life in Jesus Christ. This is truly building our hope for tomorrow.  

It is a joy to serve with you in ministry!  I love you all. 

Merry Christmas! 

 

 

Pastor Brendan 



WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday, December 1 
Text:  Luke 2:25-38 
Title:  The Gift of Hope 
 
Sunday, December 8 
Text: Isaiah 9:6-7 
Title: Peace on Earth 
 
Sunday, December 15 
Text: Luke 1:39-45 
Title: The Gift of Joy 

Sunday, December 22 
Festival Choir Cantata  
Both Worship Services 
 
Sunday, December 29 
Title:  TBD 

NOVEMBER LADIES EVENT—NOVEMBER 16 

DECEMBER SCHEDULE 
 

Dec. 3:  Fellowship and Games  

Dec. 10:  Fellowship and Games  

Dec. 17:  Bingo (please bring 2 prizes; i.e. 
canned fruit or veggies) then out for Christmas 
lunch at Denny/Lennies  

Dec. 24:  No Bedrock  

Dec. 31:  No Bedrock  

NEW STUDY ON MONDAY MORNINGS 

BEDROCK GANG SCHEDULE 



CLOSURE NOTIFICATIONS 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

THANK YOU! 

The Holiday Treasures Bazaar went 
well and our profits are around 
$2500+ for House on the Hill  
Ministries!   

 

A big THANK YOU to all who  
donated, helped, prayed, & to the 
committee who organized the 
event!  Thank you for going above 
and beyond to make this year a 
success!!   

 
-Deb Herb & the Holiday Bazaar  
Committee 

ADULT MINISTRY UPDATE 
Pastor of Family Ministry: Jesse Funk—jfunk@halifaxgmc.org | 717-896-8092, x 102 

 

 

Merry Christmas everyone!  As we enjoy this season of expectant hope, here’s just a few 
things to be on the lookout for in the Adult Ministry department: 
 
There will be advertisement soon for the Men’s Ministry Crock Pot Cook-Off scheduled for 
January.  The specific date is still being ironed out but it will be either 1/11 or 1/18! 
 
In February, the Men’s Ministry will be hosting their own In-House Dartball League!   
We’ve had a Dartball board at most of our men’s events over the past year and the Men’s 
Planning Committee felt it would be a great opportunity for fellowship to have our own 
league!  Feel free to come to myself, Mika Miller, or Rick Stence with any questions! 
 
The Women’s Ministry will be having their Secret Sister Reveal on January 12th, as well as a 
Puzzling Event on March 15th.  Any questions about these events, please reach out to Kathy 
Stence!  
 
As always, if the Lord has been placing a burden on your heart to get involved with small 
groups, either as a leader or group member, please reach out to me!   I pray you all experience 
the joy of waiting upon the Lord, and ultimately finding Him, just as the wise men did this 
Christmas. —  Blessings,   Pastor Jesse 

WEDNESDAYS—STARTING JANUARY 15 



ROCKSOLID YOUTH MINISTRY 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Cherry Pechart—youth@halifaxgmc.org | 717-896-8092, x 113  

We exist to reach, equip, and empower students to be life-long followers of Jesus.  

Youth Sunday School:  Join us from 9-10am in the 
HUB  

 Middle School Youth Study- Flyte Jr. High  
Curriculum 

 High School Youth Study- RightNow Media 
Youth Study  

Wednesday Youth Group:  We meet at the Youth 
Center every Wednesday from 6-7:30pm.   

 Dinner is served at 5:30.  6-7pm watching/
discussing Chosen TV Series Season 1, 7:00pm 
game time  

Wednesday December 18th- Youth Group  

 Christmas Movie Night 

(Watching- The Best Christmas Pageant Ever!) 
 

Wednesday December 25th and January 1st  

– No Youth Group Meeting 

Weekly Youth Recharge/Growth Opportunities 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Creative Worship/Choir Director: Carol Bostdorf—cbostdorf@halifaxgmc.org | 717-896-8092, x 105  

Choir Rehearsals on Wednesdays at 6:30PM / Bell Rehearsals on Thursdays at 6PM / Praise Team on Thursdays at 7PM 

The HCC Hand Bell Choir is joining Men in  
Harmony on 2 of their songs! 



ROCKSTAR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  
Children’s Ministry Coordinators: Tricia & Adam Farner 

children@halifaxgmc.org | 717-896-8092, x 103  

A very big Thank You to our congregation for the special cards and gifts on Appreciation  
Sunday!  It means so much to us to feel the support and encouragement as we minister to 
the children of our congregation.  It’s been such an honor seeing them grow in their faith, 
knowledge, and love for our Lord.    

- Tricia & Adam 

YOUTH MINISTRY (CONTINUED) 
 

 The Halifax Youth Center is open on all Halifax full school 
days, from 2:30-5:30pm.  6th-12th grade students from any 
school are welcome to attend.  For more information 
please contact Cherry Pechart at youth@halifaxgmc.org or 
visit the Halifax Youth Center on Facebook.   
 

We will be closed  

December 20th- January 5th. 

mailto:youth@halifaxgmc.org


DECEMBER, 2024 
You can access the most up-to-date calendar on our website: 
halifaxgmc.org / Resources / Calendar 

Merry 

Christmas! 


